Los Angeles County Sheriffs Depastment 
Ufficer Involved Shootitg 


09/08/98 Century Station 


incident information 


сай : 09/08/98 
|City or Station: Lynwood Nature of Incident: Deputies pursue a 211 Suspect vehicle which T/C's 
ales Е od A into fence. First deputy struggles with suspect on porch, gun 
“ = | ‘emwood лме, discharges. Second deputy sees partner still struggling for gun with 
suspect and fires at suspect, apparently striking his partner. 
Location Т) Lighting (circle only : Incident Ту (circle or. Ё ti : 
(circle one or more): pt ради ly опе) 5 me ‘one or more): Illa by (circle only one) 
er tied hen 
Other е uspect Observation 
ао Street Lights ens ‘One Person Unit 
Freeway Gun Take Away Other 
арны (circle only one) Moving Vehicle ‘Search Warrant 
а! Weather (circle only one): А Two Р Unit 
Parking Lot Фер куй TANS 
реза ae Prior Activity (circle only one): 
Rural г Traffic Stop Detective 
School in Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 
шер Unintentional Other 
оте Distance: Vehicle Pursuit Routine Patrol> 
‘Warrant Service 
Total # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect ine Р uni? BI = о 5 
a ero Uni nine Uni 


‘ShifTime (circle only one): 
ЕМ РМ Day 


ShiftType (circle оту one): 
Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Employee # Tast Name First Name МІ |ShiftTime (circle only one). | ShifiType (circle only оле): 
ЕМ РМ Озу Regular Overtime Off Duty 
Employee # (ShiftTime (cirele only оле): | ShiftType (circle only one) 


ЕМ РМ Огу Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Last Name First Name Mi. 
‘Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Мате First Name MI. 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Tast Name First Name МІ. 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Supervisors. 


(circle one or more): 
Witness to shooting 


Present during shooting Involved in shooting 
(Circle one or more): 


Witness to shooting 
Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Watch Sergeant 


Watch Commander 


SH# 


SH-R-438A геу. 3/97 See Reverse 
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Rollout Information 


Type of Injury 
(My) Abrasion 
Baton:(Contro!) a Ankle 
Baton:(Impact) Other Weapon: Other А 
Bodily Fluids Personal Weapon: өөй өр: (Kick) A OR от 
Canine Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Sweep) з Boake 
Carotid Restraint 
‘Choke Hold (РР) (OH) Death _ Chest 
Control Hoids:(Control Techniques) chow 
з асе 
Restraint Device (Capture Net) Feet 
(RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (F) Fingers 
Chemical Agents (OC Spray) Genitals 
Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) i Groin 
Explosives (HD) Напа 
(FH) Firearm (Handgun) (HE) Head 
(FR) Firearm (Rifle) H) Hip 
(FS) Firearm (Shotgun) ON) мета! 
(FO) Firearm (Other) (М) Knees 
(FB) Flashbang QE Leg 
Flashlight (NK) Neck 
Se eet (SH) Shoulder 


Wrist 


(АЮ) AK-47 (V) Iver Johnson R) RGI 
(ВМ Benelli (ЈЕ) Jennings (RO) Rossi 
(ВА) Beretta (O) Loroin ‘Smith & Wesson 
(ВИА) Browni (U) Luger (SR) Sturm Ruger 
(СН) Charter Arms (МА) Marte en Storing 

Cott aurus 
БА) Davis Industries ж) NGI aka SKS (WE) Weatherby Е А чонй a РУ а) 
(GL) Glock (NA) North American (WN) Winchester mm @5) Da. р peed 
(HA) Harington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government Rome 60) засаг (45) н г 
(H)  HiStandard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (Inmate) rag om sous seme: а) ы 
m thes Ra T pa Homeraad ыш 22 caliber (38) 38 caliber (WW) Other caliber 


223 caliber (40) .40 caliber 
FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 


Authorized | Authorized 
Weapon? | Ammunition? 
(YIN) (YIN) 


Used By | Used Against 
(E# or S#) | (E# or S#) 


Type of Injury | Body Part 
(Code) (Code) 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Front Side 


Officer Involved Shooting 
\w Involved Employee InformatiorN~ 


URN: _098-17665-2117-031 
Page _3 of _4 
involved Employee 
Employee LastName First Name м. 
et ү o Nicassio Joseph E. 
= Race: [Rank Assignment: [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, otc): 
M White | : Deputy COPS Team 219 
[ShifTime (circle oniy oney. | ShiftType (circle only one): = Substance Used: 
Ем РМ Overtime Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
Coroner Case # 
к ? 
Hospital Admission? [Ж] Носы Francis Hospital | Coroner Case’ | Interviewed? [Ж] 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
8 Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
ight: Plain Clothes w Vest 
a Raid Jacket no Vest 
PPC Qualification Date: | Laser Training Date: 
Certified with Weapon Used’ Patrol "кт еы =| Prior Shootings? 50 | Number of Prior Shootings: 4 
Field Training Officer Emp E a First Name мї. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name м1. 
Employe Last Name First Name Mi. 
E2 ari Wicker William с. 
Sex; Васе: [Rank Unit Assignment: [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, otc): 
M White Deputy COPS Team 219 
[ShifiTime (cirela оту оле): | ShiftType (eiree only one): ‘Substance Used: 
Ga “ea онга Ob Di Intoxication/Drug Usage? [_] 
Hospital Admission? Ноева Мате: Coroner Case? [_] | Союш ней Interviewed? [Ж] 
Firs of sloop prior to shooting} Duty Т 3 [Clothing (circle огу one Other Factors: 
8 Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket м Vest 
Age: Height: Weight: Plain Clothes w Vest Олот no Vest 
- 180 | Raia Jacket no vest 
Range Qualification Date: | e] PPC Qualification Date: | Laser Training Date: г | 
Certified with Weapon Patrol Certification? [Certification Unit: Prior Shootings Number of Prior Shooting Г | 
Field Training Officer Emp # asi Мате First oe И M. I 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name МІ 
к | Empboyee # Last Name First Name MI. 
Sax: Raco: Rank Unit Assignment: [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc): 
[ShifiTime (circle only one). | ShiftType (cirie оту one} ‘Substance Used: 
Ем рм озу Regular Overtime Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
- | Coroner Case # 
Hospital Admission? [_] | Hospital Name: Coroner Case? 4 Interviewed? 
Firs of sleep prior to shooting:| Ошу Time (hrs): [Clothing (cree only one Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w Vest 
Age: Height: Weight: Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest ‘Uniform wi Vest 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Date: 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? Certification Unit: Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Shostings: 
Field Training Officer Emp # Tast Name First Name мї. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name м1. 
SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Other Side 
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ww Suspect Information WwW Page _4 of 4 
Suspect information 
s1 Last Name| First Nome Mi. 
AKA Last Name First Name Mi. 


a й Secondary Charge: 

Coroner Case? ешара IntoxcaionOrug Usage? [_] | Substance Used: 

‘Armed? [У] Apprehended? [Ж] Mental пев? [ сатпа History? [Ж] 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 

Acura Legend 1998 
8 2 [LastName Weathersby First Name Dwayne м. M. 

АКА Last Мате First Name Mi 
Se: М "8: Вјаск 
Work Phone: 
Age: D.OB. 

9° 19 06/22/81 


fehicle Make 


king # Primary Charge: А 
5787-908 664/187 РС песму Сто 
Coroner Case? (Coroner Case @ | Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used: 
‘Armed? Apprehended? [Ж] Mental iness? Criminal History? [Ж] 


Year: 


АКА Last Name First Name Mi. 
"р" 
Ѕех: M Race: Black p i ales | 
a ый ms Шш 
‘Age: 19 D.O.B. 01/18/79 ee [ou 
Booking # Primary 500. Secondary Charge: 
5787-927 | 211РС ues 
Coroner Case? | emer rt Intoxication/Drug Usage? ‘Substance Used: 
Armed? [ [ Appreended? [Х] Mental Повз? | | criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 
Acura Legend 1998 
s 4 | Last Name Jackson First Name Donald Mi. с. 
АКА Last Мате First Name Mı. 
"Smurf" 
Sex: Zip Code: 


cue 


— 


1811/20/79 “6-01 150 
king # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 
5788-172 211 PC 

Gabit Сма Coroner Case # Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used: 

Armed? Apprehended? XK Mental Iliness? Criminal History? & 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 

Acura Legend 1998 

‘SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Other Side 


INCIDENT SUMMARY 
TAB 591226479 


On Tuesday, September 8, 1998, Lieutenant Cecil Rhambo and Sergeants Clay Porlier, Henry 

Romero, Donnie Mauldin and Larry Brogan of the Internal Affairs Bureau responded to B 
Fernwood Avenue in the City of Lynwood regarding a deputy involved shooting. Lieutenants Frank 

Merriman and Jim Curtis, Sergeant Ike Aguilar and Detective from Homicide 

Bureau were on scene to conduct the criminal investigation. 


The summary of this incident is based on information obtained from interviews of the involved 
employees and suspects, whose individual statements are contained in the Homicide Bureau case 
package (refer to Exhibit A). Refer to Exhibit B for photographs relating to the incident. 


SUMMARY 


On Tuesday, September 8, 1998 at 1250 hours, Deputy Michael Yocum working Century Unit 212A, 
received a robbery just occurred call. He met the victim, a MH/15, at Fir Street and the 105 
Freeway overpass. He quickly gathered information for a preliminary broadcast, describing the 
suspect vehicle as green with a rear yellow paper plate, containing approximately four male blacks. 
Taken in the robbery was a gold bracelet and the weapon used was a small caliber semi automatic 
handgun. 


As Deputy Yocum spoke further with the victim, another unit began to follow a vehicle that came 
back with a felony return from a DMV inquiry. Deputy Yocum left to assist the unit, telling the 
victim he would return shortly. When the traffic stop with the felony vehicle was safely concluded, 
Deputy Yocum returned to where he had left his victim but was unable to locate him. Since he did 
not have enough time to acquire the victim’s address and phone number earlier, Deputy Yocum was 
left to checking the immediate area in an attempt to locate him. 


At approximately 1348 hours while driving eastbound on Lynwood Road approaching Fir Street, 
Deputy Yocum saw a green, two door Acura with a rear yellow paper plate. Inside the vehicle he 
could see approximately four male blacks. Deputy Yocum felt unsure of how to handle the situation 
because he did not have a victim he could locate and he was not positive the vehicle in front of him 
was involved in the earlier robbery. Deputy Yocum went on L-Tac with his sister car, Unit 212, 
Deputy И and discussed what he had. рершу began driving toward Deputy 
Yocum’s general vicinity. At the time, Deputy Yocum had not activated his overhead lights or 


siren, nor had he announced he was Code-9 on a possible 211 vehicle. Moments later, the vehicle 
suddenly stopped in front of| Sawa 


The driver and front passenger immediately exited the car. Deputy Yocum, his gun drawn, ordered 
the two individuals to get back inside the car. At the same time, Deputy Yocum requested assistance 
via his hand-held radio, announcing he was detaining several 211 suspects at gunpoint. Instead of 
complying with Deputy Yocum’s command, the two individuals became very uncooperative and 
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were soon joined by two other individuals from inside the car. Deputy Yocum continued to 
command the individuals to get back inside the vehicle. Eventually three of the four suspects got 
back inside the car, with the most uncooperative suspect (later identified as Suspect Jackson) 
remaining outside on the passenger side. Deputy Yocum now felt that the situation was “wrong.” 
He sensed that Suspect Jackson may have been trying to draw his attention away so that the other 
suspects, partially concealed behind tinted windows, could possibly do him harm. 


Deputy И arrived and found Suspect Jackson standing by the passenger side of the car, still 
refusing to cooperate. Рершу  огасгса Suspect Jackson to place his hands on top of his head. 
Suspect Jackson quickly raised his hands above his head and at the same time the green Acura 
accelerated westbound on Beechwood Avenue to southbound California Street. 


Deputy Yocum returned to his car and initiated a pursuit while Deputy а grabbed Suspect 
Jackson’s hands which were now interlaced on top of his head and conducted a quick pat down 
search for weapons. Finding no weapons, Рершу Ж !эсеа Suspect Jackson in his patrol саг 
and followed Deputy Yocum. Due to the short delay caused by his search, Рершу 8:0 not 
catch up to Deputy Yocum until the pursuit and shooting had terminated. Deputy also said 
that he and Deputy Yocum have worked together often and have come to sense each other’s actions. 
Although they did not communicate to each other when the pursuit first began, Deputy said 
he felt comfortable being left with Suspect Jackson as Deputy Yocum sped off. 


Deputies William Wicker and Joseph Nicassio, working COPS Unit 219, heard the pursuit and began 
responding from the 3500 block of Martin Luther King Blvd. They caught sight of the suspect 
vehicle as it turned from eastbound Mulford Avenue to southbound Birch Street, followed by Deputy 
Yocum at a distance of about five car lengths. Deputy Nicassio advised SCC they were the second 
car in the pursuit and would take over communications. The suspect vehicle continued south on 
Birch Street, then turned east onto Fernwood Avenue. It failed to stop at all stops signs and 
endangered the lives of several citizens along its path. Approaching Elm Street the driver of the 
suspect vehicle either lost control or failed to negotiate a turn, resulting in the vehicle driving up and 
over the northeast curb at Elm Street and Fernwood Avenue, crashing into a chain link fence and 
coming to rest at the steps to the front porch of J Fernwood Avenue. 


Deputy Yocum stopped his patrol car behind and to the right of the suspect’s vehicle. Deputy 
Wicker stopped their patrol car behind and to the left of the suspect’s vehicle. The driver of the 
suspect’s vehicle (later identified as Suspect Weathersby) exited the car and ran onto the front porch 
of the house. Deputy Nicassio exited the passenger side of the patrol car at nearly the same time and 
followed Suspect Weathersby onto the front porch as Deputy Wicker made sure his patrol car was 
fully parked. Deputy Yocum, seeing at least two suspects running east on Fernwood Avenue, began 
a foot pursuit in that direction. 


As Deputy Nicassio arrived on the front porch with his gun drawn, Suspect Weathersby turned and 
faced him. Deputy Nicassio ordered him to get on the ground. Instead, Suspect Weathersby lunged 
forward and grabbed Deputy Nicassio’s gun with both hands. As Deputy Nicassio struggled for his 
gun, he eventually let go of it with his left hand and attempted to push Suspect Weathersby away 
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while pulling the gun back with his right hand. Deputy Wicker, seeing his partner and Suspect 
Weathersby struggling for a gun, was just about to enter the porch area when Deputy Nicassio’s gun 
discharged, the round striking the porch where it joined the wall. Deputy Nicassio attempted to hold 
onto Suspect Weathersby with his left hand while re-holstering his handgun, believing at this point 
that Suspect Weathersby was probably not armed. Suspect Weathersby in the mean time was saying 
that he had been shot. (The round had actually penetrated a fold in his shirt resulting in entrance and 
exit holes. It also knocked the top metal button off his jeans.) 


Deputy Wicker, believing he had heard Deputy Nicassio say he had been shot, and fearing for his 
partner’s safety as well as his own, decided to employ deadly force by firing his gun at Suspect 
Weathersby, but he had difficulty finding a suitable target area. Deputy Nicassio was now aware 
that Deputy Wicker was on the porch with him. Deputy Wicker finally saw Suspect Weathersby’s 
right side presented so that he had a clear shot. Deputy Wicker fired one round at Suspect 
Weathersby who immediately discontinued struggling. Hearing the two gunshots from the area of 
the front porch, Deputy Yocum discontinued his foot pursuit and ran back to where Deputies 
Nicassio and Wicker had been. 


Upon hearing the second gunshot, Deputy Nicassio immediately felt pain in his right arm. He 
looked at Deputy Wicker and from the look on Deputy Wicker’s face, gathered that he may have 
been shot by him. Because Suspect Weathersby had quit struggling and Deputy Wicker seemed to 
have control of the situation, and because he felt he could no longer adequately defend himself, 
Deputy Nicassio retreated from the porch area, advising arriving units to help Deputy Wicker. 
Deputy Yocum arrived to find Deputy MGS?" Wlking away from the porch, bleeding from his right 
arm. He went to help Deputy Wicker with Suspect Weathersby and asked who had shot Deputy 
Nicassio. Deputy Wicker replied, “I shot him.” 


Deputy Nicassio was transported to St. Francis Hospital by fellow deputies where he was treated for 
a through and through gunshot wound to his right biceps. A containment was quickly established 
and the remaining suspects were apprehended a short while later. 


An inoperative 25 caliber semi automatic handgun was recovered on the ground outside the 
passenger door of the Acura. 


The second gunshot traveled through Deputy Nicassio’s arm, through the heavy screened front 
security door and became lodged in the dirt ofa potted plant inside the house. No other injuries were 
suffered by deputies, suspects or residents of the house. 


Convicted of 211 and 215 PC 
Dwayne Weathersby: Convicted of 148(D) and 32 PC 
Don Jackson: Not charged, insufficient evidence 
Willie Debose: Not charged, insufficient evidence 
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